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Advocated by Nimzowitsch as early as 1913, the Nimzo-Indian Defence was the first of the Indian systems to
gain full acceptance. It remains one of the most popular and well-respected defences to 1.d4, and White
often chooses move orders designed to avoid it.
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In this diagram, with White to move, the white king is skewered by the black bishop. This is an absolute
skewer, because the rules of chess compel White to get out of check (if possible). After White chooses one of
the handful of legal moves available, Black will capture the white queen.
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